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Make No Mistake!

How do you feel about errors? RO

a) “Errors can be accepted as an indication of some kind of
learning activity taking place.”

b) “Probably most teachers regard mistakes as a sign of failure
either on the students’ part, or else on the teachers’ part.”

c) “ The majority of the grammatical errors second language
learners make do not reflect the learner’'s mother tongue.”

d) “The explanation of causes of error is often highly speculative.
We simply do not know exactly why learners make many of
the mistakes they do.”
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Make No Mistake!

Session outline SPVU:ORD

4

1) CAUSE — the origin of learner errors

2) Class —the type of errors made

3) CLassrooM - strategies and ideas
for dealing with errors
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Make No Mistake!

1) What causes students to make mistakes? OXFORD

a) Carelessness d) Overgeneralization
b) Mother-tongue e) General Order of
interference Difficulty

c) Teaching materials f) Risk-taking / Creativity
or method
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Make No Mistake!

1) What causes students to make mistakes? OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

b) L1 interference Waving Scuffered many
a’amageé y Chey sold 2he car.

C) Teaching materials Sightsee / Easter / Hilton
A 77 30/‘/79 S /:9/155@3 n Easter.
We re Sfa}/fnﬁ 74 Y//./ lon hote/.

d) Overgeneralization less a/e\/e/oppea/ CouUnlries...
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Make No Mistake!

1) What causes students to make mistakes?

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

7
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She st goes Soon.

. \To/'ln 1S /] Since four a’@/\S .

She told she was on /70//‘:/@/.

Festival, we Il have hake ith crap sauce.

. Ye C’,/‘Iahgecf her Shird before 30//73 oul.
. Not Zake 2his bus we late For school.
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Make No Mistake!

1) What causes students to make mistakes? OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

l. She must goes go Soon.

2. John ws has been ill Sinae for Ffour dass.

3. She Cotd sad she was on holiday .
She told us she was on holiday .

Y. Festival, we I] have hake cith argp Sauce.
First of dll, we Il have hake with crab sauce.
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Make No Mistake!

1) What causes students to make mistakes? OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

5. Ye c’,/'zargec/ Aer Shird before 30:“/39 out.

¢ Ye charged /s shird before going oeld.

e She charged her skirtd before going oull.

¢ Ye charged her skirt before going out.

¢ Ye C’/'Iangec/ her T=shird before going out.
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Make No Mistake!

1) What causes students to make mistakes? OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

b. Nt Cake Chis bus we ldde for schoo/.
« Dont lake ChIs bus. e re late for school.

o Tf we dont take this bus, we ll be late for school.

o Tf we hadnt aken this bus, we d have been late for
schoo/.
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

GR - grammar ( ) = unnecessary word(s)
W.0. = wordorder P = punctuation
T = tense reg = register

don’t understand

VOC = vocabulary 7

word missing

SP = spelling A

A = article | - careless mistake
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXFORD

7 e 72(354@/ /ast ouwrs 7T he

Zeacher he will corrand, leac her Ae corll-coniniand,
whad to have abridgesent, W )
aboed of the whal I did aboet ofthe—whad I did
u)ee.é/cgsf.zn»@/dpare tdee»@/é‘iséﬂ/nyeéfare
Cime I m like Yo have Cirre L-rr life Lo Aave
amusement and Ao on arictsenterit—and Howo on
Sunday the weader was very Sunday the toecder was very
good, with sister and me good, with Srster—cnd—rre
Z m get up early we did Lrt-get-up early we did
went from Zé‘rca/e/ mowurtans : y :
Zo plasing skitng. In Che éefr‘dyﬂzg— Skiinq. In the
PAsSS ,%é/,'gre /76,3 very Snoew Pass, Chere A;Za%v‘efy Shoew
and pecple. and pecple.
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Local error
/Je f’/y Zo a// of Z‘/?e, COL(nZ‘ryS ‘N Z‘/%Zf ared.

Global error

7 he agency qave uUs the beast dead For our fr/p.
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXFORD

7 he 72(&54/@/ /ast ours 7 he 72(&50/@/ /ast ours
Zeacher he will cormand, leacher he will command,
what Lo have abridgement, what o have abridgerert,
aboed of the whal I did about of the whad I did
week last. In rty espare week /ast. In ry espare
Cime I m //'.ée o Aave Cime I ‘M /f,ée o have
amusement and hoeo on amesenent and Aow on
Sunday the weader was very Sunday the weader was very
good, with sister and me good, eith sister and me

Z m get up early e did Z m ge? up early we did
went from trave! mowurtans went from travel mountans
Zo p/cg/irg 5,@1‘/39. In Zhe Zo p/ayflg \5.@7/33. In ¢he
Pass, there had very snoeo pass, there had very srnoew
and pecple. and pecple.
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Global / local

Is the form acceptable?

|
| |
v

Yes (= no error) No

¥
Marginal

(T is not sure)
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Global versus local Does the error block
communication ?

I
|
ﬂo Yevs
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Global versus local Does the error block
communication ?

I
ﬂo Yevs
|
‘ v
High
Iv Iv Priority
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Global versus local Does the error block
communication ?

I I
No Yes
l
Is the error irritating?
‘ v
| | High
v v Priority

|
v v
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Global versus local Does the error block
communication ?

I I
No Yes
I
Is the error irritating?
I v
| High
Iv v Priority

No
I

I
Lovariority M
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Make No Mistake!

2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Global versus local Does the error block
communication ?

I |
No Yes
l
Is the error irritating?
‘ v
| | High
v v Priority
No Yes
v v
Low priority Medium priority
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Make No Mistake!
2) What can we gain from classifying errors? OXFORD

puerto de Palma de Mallorca
yort de Palma de Mallorca

FROM 1st SEPT, MAKE SURE |  DESDE EL 1 DE SEPT,
" TO BRING RESIDENCE ~ ASEGURESE DE VIAJAR CON SU

CERTIFICADO DE RESIDENTE
ACREDITATIVO PARA PODER
VOLAR CON EL BILLETE

CERTIFICATE ATTESTING
BEFORE TRAVELLING WITH
THE TICKET PURCHASED
WITH DISCOUNT.

ADQUIRIDO CON BONIFICACION.
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Repeating the error.

Writing the correct version above.

Using error codes to indicate the type of error.
Reformulation / Recasting

Using some sort of gesture to show where the error is.
Leaving a slip of paper with the error written on it.
Making a note of any errors and treating them later.
Treating common errors at the end of the class.
Limiting correction to certain types of error.

Ignoring the error.

T T SQ@ ™0 a0 T
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Immediate Postponed

Oral a

Written
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Immediate Postponed

Oral a,d, e, i ] f,g,n,1,]

Written b,c,d, g,1i,]j
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Make No Mistake!

3) Classroom — strategies and ideas

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

25

1. Laugh

on the bus stop

N. Vitomirov

Professional Development
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on the faculty

the most beatiful
girl on the world

SHE ALWAYS WANTED
T ge THE most
PEAUTIFUL GuRL

ON THE WORLD.

“on the world”
G. Kovacevi¢




Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

1. Laugh 5. Error evaluation

2. Have it Back! 6. Common error tables
3. Peer correction /. The ‘lista de horrores’
4. An error auction 8. Flavour of the month
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

1. A mistake I'm always making and it really irritates me!

2. A mistake | made this time that | thought I'd stopped
making.

3. A mistake that is new but | know how to correct it.
4. A mistake that is new but | don’t know how to correct it.

5. A mistake | actually quite like. In fact, they should
change English in order to allow what I've got.
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

(1) (2)

If John would go out
there, they'd probably
tell him to stay.

| don’t know what would
have happened if the
ball went in the water.

(4)
©) Which he has done on

| very much look several times in the
forward to your past.

pleasure tomorrow.
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

| We should have #ollowed your advices.

2. Yoww do you call a char with Chree /335.

3. Less people 2han expected gpplied.

. Aboed reral towrissr exist M/ defintions.

s. I think both of this possibilities will work.

G- Much pecple would like o have an own house.
7. 7The government presented its neco economical

po/ /‘C’,y .
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

1. Everybody you meet on holiday are nicer then
when you meet them at home.

2. | went to my Gran’s funeral to see her elated.

3. My sister carnt reed or rite.

4. | will be a teecher and get long holidays.
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Make No Mistake!

3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD
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Make No Mistake!
3) Classroom — strategies and ideas OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

1. Errors are an inevitable part of language learning.

2. Errors should not be seen as a sign of failure, but
as an indication that learning is taking place.

3. Mother-tongue interference is probably the major
cause of students’ errors.

4. Time spent on errors is time wasted. Leave them
alone and they will go away by themselves.
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Make No Mistake!

Session outline SPVU:ORD

1) CHARITY — learning implies making errors

2) CARE — as to when & how to correct

3) CONFIDENCE — learner attitude is key
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Make No Mistake!

(Or the ‘orror of herrors)

Robin Walker
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