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Festiveness!
Some chat to start…what’s the role of Christmas in the EFL classroom?
Do we impose English culture on them, or incorporate different cultures too?  Comparing English to Spanish Christmas, etc?  Or we could look at English-speaking Christmases around the world (Australia, India, the USA)

It’s also an opportunity to see how different families celebrate Christmas

We can also touch on the subject of consumerism

A good opportunity to move away from the book, do some arts and crafts

YLs (especially) expect it!  And it’s also a topic they can relate to.

How do we feel about teaching such low-frequency vocab (like bauble)?  Perhaps the vocab is low-frequency, but we can teach them a lot of good, useful chunks of language - “I wish...”, “I’m looking forward to...”

Ideas to use in last lessons

Quick things first...

· You might not have full classes - feel free to combine similar-level classes

· YLs can bring their own merienda (avoids allergy issues and other probs)

· If you want to do something with adults, make sure it’s a unanimous decision...they’re paying for classes, might have exams soon, etc.  You could perhaps suggest a drink for the last 30mins

· At SFN, you could do something in the modulo (you probably won’t have attendance issues in your Mon-Tues classes though!)
VYLs

Make a Rudolph card (two hands and a foot)

One student gets to be Santa and others can say, “Can I have a ..., please?”

Make Kings’ crown 

Watch the Pepa Pig pantomime

YLs

3D Christmas cards

What’s Father Christmas’ daily routine?

Write Santa a letter (Dear..., Love from... - excellent prep for PET at an early age!)

Make crackers

What did you do last Christmas?

Do True / False sentences
Make a pressie box (they can either draw a picture of a present of cut up a catalogue)

Teens

Write the narrative of The Snowman, Pingu, Mr Bean, Love Actually, John Lewis ad

Write “Thanks Mum and Dad” cards

Posters on the back with “You deserve a big present because...”

Play The Price is Right with the Corte Inglés catalogue

Santa’s crashed his sleigh! - Interview him and the elves

If the Nativity happened now (facebook and Twitter messages)

Christmas Tree Quiz - write revision questions in teams

Adults

Gavin and Stacey Christmas special

Wham - what happened next?  Or write a song from the woman back to him

Talk about Pantomime and fairy tales

Band Aid - discuss Christmas around the world

Present predictions or “If you were my Secret Santa, I’d buy you...”

Cooking vocab and Christmas recipes

Look back on 2013

Skype classes with their previous teachers

Using songs

Cut up and order the verse

Draw what you hear, or what you visualise when you listen

Give out lyrics with mistakes 
A good old-fashioned sing-along!
