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First lesson ideas
If you are anything like me, when it comes to actually planning your lessons, all those great ideas you’ve heard in the past will be conspicuously absent just when you need them. So here’s a summary of those first lesson ideas we spoke about on Friday, plus one or two more. I hope they’re useful…

Getting to know you ideas (incl. learning names)

Ball Game
Ss pass a ball around asking and answering questions: “What’s your name?”, “What’s your favourite …?”. To learn names, could then see how many names they can remember: “(I think) your name’s…” – “Yes, that’s right!”
A Find Someone Who...

Is it possible with a 1-1 s? Yes! Turn it into a “Think of Someone Who…”! I like to include space for ss to add their own ideas.

True/False Sentences

Lots of ways of doing this. You decide whether only 1 sentence is true, only one a lie, half and half… With a class that already knows each other, you could give the ss lots of sentences about yourself and have them work in pairs and then groups to agree on which are T/F. They can then prepare Qs to ask you to test their theory. See www.jamiekeddie.com for a good example of an extensive t-centred T/F lesson.
For kids – souvenirs to take away

We like our little people coming out of their first lessons with something to show their mums and dads. The “Hello Goodbye” hand lesson from the YLs course is a good example. Beth mentioned another handy idea for older children, where they write something important about themselves on each finger; so for e.g. thumb = name, index = age, middle = no. of brothers and sisters, ring = sth. they like dong, pinkie = a food they hate. Also, there’s Personal Shield making. Similar info to Beth’s hand, but ss. draw the information (e.g. football boots to represent sth. they like) in a space on their shield. They then present them to the class. Lots more making ideas in the books we’ve got on teaching very YLs.

Nosey ideas

Great for teens and adults, activities where we get to pry into each other’s lives can really help to break the ice. Jim Scrivener came up with the mobile phone idea: ss. open the contacts list on their mobiles and swap phones. They then ask lots of qs about anyone on the list: “Who’s..?”, “What does she do?”, “How long have you known her?”, etc. If they don’t all have mobiles with them, they can write a few people’s names down from memory.
Elen came up with wallet-raiding, where ss. have to speculate: “Carlos must like sailing, because he’s got a sailing club pass”. There are pockets and bags to explore, too!

Alternatively, you ask ss to bring in personal objects or photos for the second lesson.
Pizza Warmer

Rather than find out how many brothers and sisters your partner has, you could get to know people on a totally frivolous level; pizza is almost universally liked (except by Koreans and my mum, it seems) so is a suitable topic for chat. Ss draw their fave pizza and show it to a partner. You then pre-teach vocab: ‘toppings, anchovy, thin and crispy, etc’ and get them writing Qs to ask each other. I prompt with some ideas: ‘who…with?, home-made?, knife and fork? drink? etc’. Anyone got other chat-rich topics like this?
More ideas to be found…

onestopenglish.com

5-minute activities, by Penny Ur (in the staffroom)

Setting up rules
English only ideas – First and foremost, we should only speak in English – this in itself, combined with consistency in how we deal with Spanish in class, can encourage ss to speak in English, too.

Talk to them about it – “You’re only with me for 2 hours a week. Let’s use it for the best and only speak English. Do you think we can do that?...”

Give them the tools to conduct the lesson in English: So, early on, let’s establish the classroom language: “What does this mean? How do you say this in English? Can you say that again? Can you speak more slowly, please?” and, very importantly, “Can I speak in Spanish, please?” This last one should be followed by “Is it important?” as often it isn’t! In SFN we may not be able to have these classroom sentences permanently displayed (in secondary we will – in the desdoble classes), so how about a routine that one s. puts up the signs around the board at the start of each class?

Some tt have a Spanish hand on the board/wall, which ss put their hand on to speak in Spanish. Others have signals (signposting) for when it is essential to speak in English (such as during speaking activities) – could be a sign with Hola crossed through and Hello ticked.
Provide a fun incentive to speak in English. An interclass competition in the first term might work well to establish good habits. Points are given for lack of Spanish or taken away if Spanish is spoken. I started with 5 points at the start of each lesson. If a class was really good they would have all 5 points still after an hour, which were added to their running total. Make the teams’ running scores visible so that ss can see their progress.

Other rules can be introduced by:
Road signs (no hitting, listen, sit down, shhhh). Good for littl’uns, they are easy to understand and quick to point out to ss. Like the classroom language signs, these could be stuck on the board at the start of every lesson.
A class contract is popular (though some of us don’t like the word ‘contract’). Good practice of should, must, don’t have to, etc, this is again something that you can point to to remind ss. of their responsibilities. It should be a negotiated thing, with ss. deciding much of what goes in. Beth and Elen say that it’s good to wait a few weeks before the contract is made, since you’re more likely to include the important rules for that class, and ss have more ideas about what they want to include, too.
Homework

Homework should be given consistently once a week. The routine needs establishing early on although we agreed that it was probably something that should wait until week 2 once we’ve introduced the books and all have their book. There was lots of chat about marking homework in class. The advantage is that it ensures the status of homework as something important and lets you exploit it as a learning opportunity; the problem is that it takes up valuable time. Yet we’re reluctant to take it in to mark in our own time as this can be very time-consuming and means us carting home class sets of workbooks, etc. Solutions?...
1) While ss are doing other book work, you can go around and ask to see their h/work. With YLs it’s likely to be very short, so a quick glance and a tick (or stamp: Well done) is sufficient.

2) Put answers up around the room. Ss mark it themselves. Could also mark each other’s.

3) Depending on the h/work, you could make it a key part of the next lesson – a starting point for a communicative activity, for instance.

Vocab books

Within a couple of weeks, we need to ensure that ss are recording new language in notebooks in an organised way. Some learner training is required to show ss how to best do this. Arthur mentioned having sections in the notebook, one way of doing this having two fronts to the book depending on which way up you are holding the book.
